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About Vidyarambam
How Vidyarambam was born

The founder Mr. V. Ranganathan on a pursuit to work for children's education visited the
poorer districts in Tamilnadu and witnessed that children in villages equated school with a free
lunch and carried, not books, but aluminium plates to schools in their satchels. Thus passion
to the cause got rooted to the suffering experienced by the poor illiterate village labourers.
Then he decided to provide at least basic study materials to the poor children free of cost and
fix a tutor to teach them. The mission got going under the name “The Beginning’.

Mr. J. Vijay hearing the mission of “The Beginning” from Ranganathan motivated him toforma
Public Trust with a broad mission to provide pre-primary education for 10,000 children of 3-5
age group in about 3 years.

There was a suggestion to rename the Trust. The word “vidyarambam” is derived from the
Sanskrit language and it means “The beginning of literacy”. Thus Vidyarambam Trust was
born and registered on the 15th day of March 2002.

How Vidyarambam became quality sensitive

Mrs. Prema Veeraraghavan joined the Trust
and implanted the idea of quality in
education. She roped in a team of eminent
educationists and formed an Advisory
Committee to assist in all aspects of
academics. Vidyarambam's own syllabus
for children was formulated suiting the rural
* environment and books were published.
Simple, straightforward, interesting and
effective teaching aids were developed.
Training programs for the tutors were
planned and imparted at frequent intervals.

Why poor people welcome Vidyarambam

1. It brings the education almost to
the doorsteps of the poor children.

2. The teachers being from the same |
street or the village, the parents are
comfortable to send their children
for learning.

3. Children are provided with
interesting, graded and quality
educational material free of cost.

4. The quality of education is |
comparable to what an urban child
would get from Kinder Garten
schools.

5. At pre-primary level of education, enterprising commercial firms make huge
money. Vidyarambam is providing the same free of cost.




How does one measure the results of Vidyarambam?

Very simple. In the first year of Vidyarambam’s history, 509 children have gained
confidence to begin their journey of literacy. They are moving to regular schools to
join Class 1 .

Achievements of the First year (2002-2003)
Vidyarambam Learning centers opened in 2002-03

Districts In No. of No. of No. of No. of Ctrs. Existing

Tamilnadu Centers | Childrer] Kidspassed | TermEnded | Cirs. Kids
Ariyalur 02 40 15 0 02 25
Kancheepuram 01 20 0 0 01 20
Kanyakumari 05 99 34 0 05 64
Nagapattinam 19 360 105 5 14 270
Thanjavur 1 220 79 3 08 141
Thiruvarur 01 20 07 0 01 13
Thoothukudi ] 460 148 0 23 312
Tirunelveli 17 326 25 2 14 227
Tiruvallur 07 133* 36 0 07 97
Total 86 1678 509 1 75 1169

* Includes a group of 15 HIV Positive Kids.

How far Vidyarambam can go?

Sky is the limit!!!! Millions of children in our country do not have the opportunity or the environment
to get started on their education. Their parents are poor and/or illiterate themselves.
Vidyarambam steps in to provide foundation for learming for life.

Is Vidyarambam the only NGO doing such project?

No and Yes.

No, because there are many NGOs who run schools for poor children from pre-primary to
higher standards in urban and sub-urban areas. They cater to a small number of the targetted
population.

Yes, because Vidyarambam’s mission is unique. It helps poor in remote villages rather than in
urban areas. It introduces literacy to the first generation learners. The resources of
Vidyarambam are used for a greater number of the targetted population spread over many
villages.

How Vidyarambam is different from other NGOs

Most NGOs provide shelter to rehabilitate orphans, destitute children, street children, drug-
addict youths, child labourers and so on.

Vidyarambam picks children who are still innocent, uninfluenced and raw and shows them the
path to the class of literates.




Our Plans for the year 2003-2004

According to the demographic statistics published by the Govt. of Tamilnadu based on Census
2001, there are 16, 317 rural units spread over 29 districts of Tamilnadu. The population of
children of 0-6 age group in these rural units is registered as 40,13,112. About fifty percent of
them do not have access to pre-primary education.

Name of Districts 2001 Census Targetted Population No. of Children withrJ
Age 0-6 Age 3-5 (50%) Vidyarambam cente:
Existing | Proposed Total
Ariyalur 76168 38084 20 40
Cuddalore 187020 93510 00 120
Coimbatore 144539 72269 00 100
Dharmapuri 311528 155764 00 200
Dindigul 134784 67392 00 60
Erode 125877 62939 00 60
Kancheepuram 156589 78294 20 120
Kanyakumari 60556 30278 99 100
Karur 65515 32757 00 40
Madurai 131069 65538 00 80
Nagapattinam 137321 68660 360 380
Namakkal 90395 45197 00 40
The Nilgiris 32907 16453 00 40
Perambalur 49400 24700 20 60
Pudukottai 146736 73368 00 80
Ramanathapuram 105627 52813 00 80
Salem 178449 89224 00 100
Sivaganga 89399 44699 00 20
Theni 55190 27595 00 20
Thanjavur 167389 83694 220 240
Thiruchirapalli 144528 72264 00 80
Tirunelveli 172259 86129 326 440
Tiruvaliur 151108 75554 133 300
Tiruvannamalai 206879 103439 00 200
Tiruvarur 107282 53641 20 60
Thoothukudi 100716 50358 460 460
Vellore 262108 131054 00 200
Virudunagar 114790 57395 00 40
Villupuram 306984 153492 00 240
Tamil Nadu Total 4013112 2006556 1678 4000

Vidyarambam has set a goal for the year 2003-2004 to support 4000 children covering all the
29 districts of Tamilnadu. This may be like a drop in the ocean considering the size of the

targetted population. Yet, Vidyarambam is proud to do that bit to the cause.

The above challenge cannot be met by any one organisation or sector alone. Effective
collaboration with other non-profits, government agencies and businesses is an imperative.
Vidyarambam looks forward to such collaboration this year.




S.RAVI & ASSOCIATES Flat No.A-2, “UDHAYAM”
Chartered Accountants No.10/21, Srinivasan Street,
Mandaveli, Chennai - 600 028.
S.Ravi.B.Com.,FCA, E-mail: sravica@hotmail.com
Proprietor Phone: 24618448
FORMNO.10-B

(See Rule 17B of the Income-Tax Rules, 1962)

AUDIT REPORT UNDER SECTION 12-A OF THE INCOME-tax ACT 1961, IN THE CASE OF
CHARITABLE OR RELIGIOUS TRUSTS OR INSTITUTIONS

We have examined the attached Balance Sheet of M/s. VIDYARAMBAM TRUST, NO.33, THIRD
CROSS STREET, DR. RADHAKRISHNAN NAGAR, THIRUVANMIYUR, CHENNAI -600 041 as at
31st March 2003 and the Income & Expenditure Account for the year ended on that date
together with the Books of Accounts maintained at the Registered Office of your Trust and
report that:

We have obtained all the information and explanations which to the best of our knowledge and
belief were necessary for the purposes of Audit. In our opinion, proper Books of accounts
have been kept by the Head office and the Branches at NIL of the above mentioned trust visited
by us so far as appears from our examination of books, and proper returns adequate for the
purposes of audit have been received from branches not visited by us, subject to the comments
given below:-

In our opinion and to the best of our information and according to the explanations given to us
the said Accounts give a true and fair view

1) In the case of Balance Sheet, of the State of Affairs of Trust as at 31st March
2003 and
2) In the case of Income & Expenditure Account, the Excess of Income over

Expenditure of the Trust for the year ended on that date.

FOR S. RAVI & ASSOCIATES,
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

Sd/-
S.RAVI.
PROPRIETOR

Place: Chennai
Date: 08/05/2003.



VIDYARAMBAM TRUST.
NO.33, THIRD CROSS STREET DR. RADHAKRISHNAN NAGAR,
THIRUVANMIYUR, CHENNAI - 600 041.

Balance Sheet As on 31-3-2003

[LABILTIES Rs.Ps ASSETS Rs.Ps
ICORPUS FUND CURRENT ASSETS
Opening Balance NIL Cash in Hand 2656.95
Balance with Banks:
Add: -In Bank Account 31065.10
Donations Received -In Fixed Deposits ~ 159543.00
towards Corpus of (With Acc. Interest)
the Trust 46100.00 Closing Stock of
46100.00 Books & other
Materials 111210.76 304475.81
Add:
Excess of Income
over Expenditure 200920.81 | 247020.81
Deposits & Advances
CURRENT LIABILITIES K. Raghavan 1820
Prepaid Expenses 3000 4820.00
Sundry Creditors
- For Expenses 29500.00
Expenses Payable 32775.00 62275.00
309295.81 309295.81
For Vidyarambam Trust
As per our Report of even date
for S. Ravi & Associates
Sd/- Sd/- Sd/- Sd/-
V. Ranganathan Prema Veeraraghavan V. Sriram S.Ravi
President Secretary Treasurer Proprietor

Place: Chennai
Date: 08/05/2003.




VIDYARAMBAM TRUST.
NO.33, THIRD CROSS STREET DR. RADHAKRISHNAN NAGAR,
THIRUVANMIYUR, CHENNAI - 600 041.

INCOME & EXPENDITURE ACOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31-03-2003

EXPENDITURE Rs.ps INCOME Rs.ps

To Purchases By Donation Received 688,172.40

- Class Room Materials 8,523.65 | “ Bank Interest

- Tutor Aid Materials 13,218.10 Received / Accrued on

- Others 6,444.65 Fixed Deposits 17,029.70
“ Purchase & Printing of Study

Materials 202,289.00 | “ Closing Stock 111,210.76
“ Tutor Coaching fees 247,200.00
“ Wages 1,800.00
“ Assesser's & Voulnteer's Fees 9,047.00 |
“ Printing & Stationery 19,989.15
“ Postage & Couriers 2,763.75
“ Telephone, Net & Web Charges 13,637.45
“ Travelling Expenses 56,624.50
“ Conveyance Expenses 10,540.50
“ Transport & Freight Charges 2,911.00
“ Gifts & Rewards 4,609.95
“ Conference Expenses 6,216.00
“ Photography 6,544.75
“ General & Maintenance Expenses 2,690.60
“Bank Charges & Commission 442.00
“ Excess of Income Over Expenditure 200,920.81

816,412.86 816,412.86

For Vidyarambam Trust

Sd/- Sd/-
V. Ranganathan Prema Veeraraghavan
President Secretary

Place: Chennai
Date: 08/05/2003.

As per our Report of even date
for S. Ravi & Associates

Sd/- Sd/-
V. Sriram S.Ravi
Treasurer Proprietor




VIDYARAMBAM TRUST.
NO.33, THIRD CROSS STREET DR. RADHAKRISHNAN NAGAR,
THIRUVANMIYUR, CHENNAI - 600 041.

INCOME & EXPENDITURE ACOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31-03-2003

EXPENDITURE Rs.ps INCOME Rs.ps

To Purchases By Donation Received 688,172.40

- Class Room Materials 8,523.65 | “ Bank Interest

- Tutor Aid Materials 13,218.10 Received / Accrued on

- Others 6,444.65 Fixed Deposits 17,029.70
“ Purchase & Printing of Study
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* Tutor Coaching fees 247,200.00
¥ Wages 1,800.00
“ Assesser's & Voulnteer's Fees 9,047.00
“ Printing & Stationery 19,989.15
“ Postage & Couriers 2,763.75
“ Telephone, Net & Web Charges 13,637.45
“ Travelling Expenses 56,624.50
“ Conveyance Expenses 10,540.50
“ Transport & Freight Charges 2,911.00
“ Gifts & Rewards 4,609.95
“ Conference Expenses 6,216.00
“ Photography 6,544.75
“ General & Maintenance Expenses 2,690.60
“ Bank Charges & Commission 442.00
“ Excess of Income Over Expenditure 200,920.81

816,412.86 816,412.86
For Vidyarambam Trust
As per our Report of even date
for S. Ravi & Associates
Sd/- Sd/- Sd/- Sd/-

V. Ranganathan Prema Veeraraghavan V. Sriram S.Ravi

President Secretary Treasurer Proprietor
Place: Chennai

Date: 08/05/2003.



Vidyarambam Trust
(Regd. No 308/2002)
Regd. Office 33, Third Cross Street, Dr. Radhakrishnan Nagar
Thiruvanmiyur, Chennai 600 041

Board of Trustees
Founder & Managing Trustee

V. Ranganathan is the founder of Vidyarambam. He has worked for several companies in India
and the Middle East in managerial capacities. He is retired and he devotes his time to the Trust.
(044 - 2446 5590 Mobile: 94440 18590)

Trustee - Vice-President

Mr. J. Vijay holds a Masters degree from the Indian Institute of Technology, Kharagpur and has
been on the board of several companies for the last twelve years. He is currently a Vige
President in a large US multinational company. (044 - 2491 5244)

Trustee

Mr. C. K. Sridhar is an Engineering graduate from Annamalai University. Presently he is a
Director in a company which is involved in Construction, Energy and Engineering Consultancy
Services. (044 - 2445 6319)

Trustee - Secretary & Chair-Person of Advisory Committee

Mrs Prema Veeraraghavan M.Sc., B.Ed. has been involved in the educational field for more
than three decades. She has great experience in developing teaching methodologies for
primary education. (044 - 2814 2188)

Trustee

Rtn.Dr. K.R.Subramanian did his MBBS and DA(Diploma in Anasthesiology) from JIPMER,
Pondicherry and MD(Anaesthesiology) from PGI, Chandigarh. After serving in U.K and
Hong Kong, now in India he is working as Honorary Consultant Anaestheist in VHS Hospital,
Adyar, Chennai. (044 - 2446 0439)

Trustee - Treasurer
Mr. V. Sriram is a Commerce Graduate from Gurunanak College, Velachery. He is having

different Business activities like Interior Decoration, dealing in Imported Brand Diapers and
consultancy in Insurance & Investments. (044 - 5218 4308)

Advis tt
Mrs. Prema Veeraraghavan M.Sc., B.Ed. - Chairperson
Mrs. Susheela Raghavan M.A., B.Ed. - Member
Ms. Malathi Gopalakrishnan M.A., M.Ed. - Member
Ms. A. Meenakshi M.Sc., M.Ed. - Member

Mrs. Revathi Sreenivas * Member



Our heartfelt thanks to our team of co-ordinators, assessors, tutors and faculties without
whose involvement and commitment the vision of Vidyarambam would not have become a

reality.
‘ District Coordinators Assessors
Ariyalur and Thanjavur Mr. R. Ravikumar Mr. N. Murugesan
‘ Kanyakumari Mr. S. Ponnambalam Mr. R. Bala Subramanian
Nagapattinam Mr. J. Kannan Ms. N. Gnaneswari
Tiruvarur Mr. S. Anbalagan Mr. N. Murugesan
Tirunelveli Mr.P. Samuel Devasahayam  Mr. P. Allvin Durai
Thoothukudi Mr. A.Ramasamy Mr. R. Kannan
Thiruvallur Mr. M. Duraikannu Mr. R. Jayakumar
TUTORS
Ariyalur Tirunelveli Thanjavur
G. Vimala P. Sathyabama M. William Xavier
G. Sathyapriya A. Sivasanthakumari N. Caroline
S. Arokia Victoria R. Kasthuri
A. Jency V. Sivakumari .
Kancheepuram I. Malathi V. Sudha
R. Jayanthi P. Jeya S. Anbuchelvi
P. Vasanthi G. Kannagi
D. Pauline Jothi K. Gowri
Kanyakumari V. Prabhavathi
S. Shylakumari M. Sumathil N
: i S. Sivakami }
R Jeas'ul Carmel Merina ! Thoothukkudi
R. Ragini M. Selvi p hi
V. Saroja S. Jency Mano K. Prabhavathi
Y. Padmavathi P. Gnanabai Roselin S.Selvi
J. Jebaselvi Vimala N. Revathi .
. D. Jeyarani R. Thanalakshmi
S. Athisayamani N. Singa Sritheren
| Nagapattinam R. Muthulakshmi
V. Vijayalakshmi D. Geetha
4 Q ;’:::ﬁi(odi Tieiviiriie := \:_ausrgigi Quin Plusloona
3 . Arputharaj Raji :
V. Suganya ce o A. Mary Shanthi Yogeswari
N. Dhamayanthi J. Sahaya Patric Jalet
N. Kalarani R. Deviga
N. Sripriya Tiruvallur J. Nancy Sasikala
G. Suresh Kumar N. Maheswari V. Nirmala
S. Saritha N. Selvi V. Kannileka |
K. Ezhilarasi N. Pushpa K. Arunatharani |
A. Raju M. Mythily B. Sathyajayanthi |
G. Muthulakshmi P. Gomathy C. Murugammal
G. Usha S. Vidya |. Gnana Deepa !
S. Gunavathi V. Kaleeswari M. Sumathi
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OURTHANKS

Our sincere thanks to M/s Slocum Investment Lid., Delhi (HCL Group) whose generous and
substantial donation enabled Vidyarambam to take off and fly high.

Our sincere thanks to GE Elfun, Chennai Chapter who recognised our project adding vaiue to
the community and has come forward to sponsor many centers.

Our sincere thanks to the members of the Rotary Club of Chennai Mid City who have chosen
Vidyarambam as one of their top most projects and are sponsoring many centers.

Our sincere thanks to other institutions like Hope International, Bala Mandir Kamaraj Trust,
Soora Lakshmamma Charities, Dynamic Computer Services, Lions Ciub of Myladuthurai City.

Our special thanks to the team of India Arts Studios Mr. Rishi, Mr. Prem Kumar and Mr. Bosco
who designed our web site and all art works with devotion.

Our sincere thanks to all Media who covered cur project and programs in their publications
and Telecast.

Our sincere thanks to our friends Mr. Vijay Pani, Mr. K.K. Ramasubban, Mr. K. Raghavan,
Dr. 8. Vaidyanathan, Prof. S. Sivaraman, Mr. N. Muthuvel, Mr. Balasundaram, Mr. A. Karunakaran,
Mrs. Bhavani Radhakrishnan and others who are with us to widen our mission.

Our sincere thanks to many individuals who have donated liberally to the cause.

01. Hanumant Talwar 02. SivaA.Dr.

03. Sujatha Sridhar 04. SanthanamV.Dr.

05. Padma L. Ravindran Dr. 06. Rajeswari. Y

07. RamanS.V 08. Doraivel S.

09. Muthuvel N. 10. Suresh S.

11.  RavikumarR. 12. Rangarajan. V.

13. Shyam Sundar Vaidyanatha 14. Ramasubban K.K. Rtn.
15. Sundaresan V. 16. Ramkumar Ramaswamy
17. SrinivasanT. 18. Sameer Khetrapal

19. Kuppuswamy S. 20. JayaramanN.

21. Subramanian K.R. Dr. Rtn 22. AbiraamiHali

23. LakshmiGopal R. Gopal 24, Lalith Sharma

25. Vishwanathan. V 26. Gomathi Ramakrishnan

Donations can be made by cheque in favour of “Vidyarambam Trust” Your donations are
eligible or tax exemption under section 80G of the Income Tax Act 1961. Donors from outside
India may contribute through their friends and relatives in India.

Vidyarambam Trust
P.O.Box No.8593
Chennai 600 041 - India
Tel. No. 044 2446 5590
Email: president@vidyarambam.org
Web site: www.vidyarambam.org



Main Sponsors

Community Involvement and Benefits

Involvement

The community is providing with great
enthusiasm all facilities like space,
lighting and above all moral support to
the tutors. They are happy to see their
children getting pre-primary quality
education free of cost. Their involvement
is being awakened.

Drop-out drops

Children in the 3-5 age group are very
vulnerable. This is the right age to
introduce literacy and it is also the age
when the parents cannot use their children to supplement their income. Once they
are equipped with basic education the children themselves opt for schooling rather
than take up toiling with parents. And parents will not have a chance to drag them
into labour force. Thus the drop-out rates will reduce and consequently the child
labour too.

Attitude Changes

The intangible benefit for the society is that the attitude of the parents is visibly
changing. The parents who were otherwise indifferent about the education of their
children reasoning that the children of poor folks are destined to remain illiterates
for ever have interestingly and seriously determined to educate their wards and a
ray of hope and happiness is lit on their faces.

Latent potential unearthed

The tutors of Vidyarambam are SSLC pass, graduates, post-graduates and some
of them are just eighth standard. They are unemployed housewives and other men
& women idling at home. Though untrained they are intelligent and deeply committed
to see that kids don't drop out of school for the same reason they had to. The latent
potential in the villages in the form of teachers is brought to light.




Rorary Club of Chennai Mid City
sponsored a special cenfre
for HIV' Positive children
who are enjoying with us

education
lo under
privileged
literacy 10
first
genération
learners

Nothing in education is more
vital to the Future of
our counftry than that all its
children shall learn to
read and write easily rapidly

accurately and enjoyably
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